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From “As It Was in the Beginning” by Rachel Farbiarz (‘94)



rashbi
By Rdfi Ellenson (“11)

i looked for carob
trees in my living room

but no luck so

outside i tried to find one
while wearing a mask
because otherwise everything

lights up especially

the trees
and i've spent 12
years looking for them

i’ll give it 12 more months

because in a year

i can grow a tree myself

with its wax

pods and sweet center



“@n>" (Shark), by Alina Yakirevitch (Amita ‘11)



("pandemic thoughts") nanan MINN

By Tali Grikshtas (Amita ‘19)
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“Winnow” by Rachel Farbiarz (‘94)



let us now (world's birthday)
By Nat Sufrin (‘06)

appear in places

where people we

always notice

gathermarvel

at assembly

& age (no one

even surprised

to see us!)
then sing

slow assuring

we are here

afraid that our

dreams & the dreams

of others

we appearin

never belong

to us like our

bodies & the
books they clutch



on these days

our wives' brothers
catch us

when we jump
help lift us

up after we
prostrate

emerging
from the thick

isolation
of our breath

assuming like
modernity

that a face
on the ground

& the dream
of softly

slitting our
knee through

the spine of
a cousin with

neurofibromatosis
& nobody

cares but
everyone is

mad means

nothing



“Breath” by Joshua Meyer (‘91)



ROSH HASHANAH, 5774

By Sarah Marcus-Donnelly (‘02)

The moon was a sliver of itself
the first night | thought of you
combing a new year’s honey
through our hair.

We are taught to repent, but

it’s a poor translation,

for Teshuvah is to return

to ourselves,

to come back to who we really are,
to return

to an original state

where we have nothing
but possibility laid before us.

And it is written
as everything will be:

someone’s grandmother’s hands
smelling of cinnamon and clove,
a testament to a world

created as an expression

of limitless love,

of refinement.

The Rabbi says that when you share your words

you are sharing a part of your soul. Each moment
has the potential to be deeply spiritual, my children,
stand in the hugeness of it all.

Autumn has lingered years
for your arrival,

each leaf turned

in anticipation,

even the branches

held their breath

waiting for us to ask the right questions,
for us to stop looking to the sky.



“Self Portrait” by Dotan Appelbaum (‘16)



The Night Before

By Jake Marmer (Education & Programming Director)

the night before Rosh haShana
our clock broke -

was struck

with a familiar

kind of paralysis:

the slim third hand kept trying
to move, trembled

with movement

as if attempting to step

forward but immediately withdrawing

a universe of indecision
within every single

second
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Rosh Hashanah Listening:

Featuring the musical talents of Deborah Sacks Mintz (‘04) and Sarah Beller (‘98) - listen here.
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https://elulmusicproject.bandcamp.com/album/elul-songs-for-turning

INENL

with Mishael Zion
High Holidays Podcast

(A1
'ALANE

Podcasts featuring Rabbi Mishael Zion (Faculty) and Rabbi Sharon Cohen Anisfeld (Faculty) -
listen here.

Rosh Hashanah Learning:

ol THE JEWISH
nJ,a MOVEMENT FOR

AKEDAR

PROJECT

JUDAISM A
, . (@)
: : Jewish
weono LIVE

Featuring Alicia Jo Rabins (Arts Educator, Bronfman 2020), Joy Ladin (Guest Speaker, Bronfman
2020), and Aaron Henne (Arts Educator, Bronfman 2020) - learn here.
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http://shaar.bac.org.il/category/topics/podcasts/?lang=en
https://www.jewishlive.org/isaac

Thank you to the alumni and staff who gave us permission to use their art
and writing. All works are original. Most have been previously published.

- The Bronfman Fellowship
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